
Creating a Door Stop 
by Dr. John Dekle 

     This is a great project for the summer when you may be busy doing other things 

as it takes very little time or skill. Two variations will be shown from which you may 

select one or create your own design. The first is a rather traditional door stop but I 

had someone comment to me they really liked it and  would buy something like 

that, so I gave him one. 

Step 1:  

Select your piece of hardwood  and square it up to about 1.5” and about 9.5” long. (If you are making a door 

stop for a door that  has a larger than normal gap to the floor you may need to make it larger than 1.5”.) 

Mark the center to turn between centers. 

Step 2:   

Mount between centers and sand, especially the cen-

ter, to the final grit you wish to sand the edges of the 

project. You can measure out the 

project first (next step) if you wish 

but the lines will be sanded off. After 

sanding you will need to mark out the 

project on the wood. I left about ½” 

waste on each end. The handles are 

about 1½” on each end. 

      

Step 3: 

DO NOT turn the entire piece round! You want to turn a pommel going from square  to round. It is important 

to follow your marked out pattern. You may use a bowl gouge to start  the transition and then refine it with a 

detail gouge or skew. Since you turn a handle on both ends leave sufficient mass to support the turning on 

the other end. Turn to the point where both ends may be cut off with a saw. Sand the handles before cutting 

and apply finish while it is still on the lathe. (Pictures on next page) 
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Step 4: 

Cut the piece from the lathe to avoid tearing out the 

fibers on the end. Then finish the ends of the 

handles. A sanding pad on a drill press or 

lathe is helpful. Apply finish to the freshly 

sanded ends. My next step was to buff the 

project on a Beall System. 

      

Step 5: 

Take the project to 

the band saw to cut 

the two door stops 

apart. If you do not 

have a band saw use 

a hand saw.  

 

Step 6: 

If necessary sand the bottom  which you just cut . If neces-

sary knock off burrs with fine sand paper. 
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by Dr. John Dekle 

Step 1: 

I used a piece of Brazilian Cherry 5½” x 5½” x 1½”. Drilled a Hole 2¼” 

deep enough for a spigot to 

chuck the piece on the lathe. 

With a Band Saw rough cut it in-

to a 5½” circle or chuck it and 

turn it round. 

     

Step 2: 

Between centers face off the 

bottom (where the hole is) so it 

will sit flat on the floor. Chuck 

the piece and turn the top in a 

dome shape. You can form a 

small handle on the top. 

      

Step 3: 

Sand and finish the top. 

     

Step 4: 

Remove and sand the base. 

Cut rubber shelf liner to fit 

the base and glue it in place. 

I used Weldwood Contact 

Cement.  

The finish on this door stop is Walnut Oil 

and it is Beall buffed. 

 

Inspiration for the door stops came from 

“Wood Turning 319” and Wood Turner.org 


