Creating a Compote

by Dr. John Dekle

Being a carnival glass collector, the concept of a compote is very famil-
iar but for others it might not be a common term. A compote is a
stemmed bowl and can be as small as for a single serving to as large as a
fruit bowl or serving bowl. Basically there are 3 components, the base, a
stem, and a bowl. These could be turned from a single piece or from
three separate pieces. The one shown in this article is from a single piece
of Norfolk Island Pine that is very dry, cut about about 2007 and is
spalted making it soft and punky.

Step 1

Decide if you want to turn the compote in one piece or more then locate
the wood to be used. Study it for the best use of the wood and appearance of the compote. The piece of
Norfolk selected for this project had a big knot that could have been a great feature in the bowl portion but
was located too close to the cen-
ter of the piece.

Step 2

If need be, cut to fit on the lathe.
First the log was cut to size and
the ends squared to put between
centers on the lathe

Step 3

The piece was mounted between center to round over and cut a
tenon on one end for a large 4-Jaw Chuck.

Step 4

Roughly shaped the outside of the bowl without cutting the stem
portion too small as the support is still needed. This provides a basic
shape to follow when hollowing out the inside of the bowl.
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Step 5

Hollowing out the inside of the bowl is next following the outside
shape established in the previous step. Be patient and work to cre-
ate fairly even wall thicknesses. This is like turning the inside of a
bowl except it is going to be on a 252 )
stem. Do not cut the stem too thin =«
too soon as the support is needed
especially when hollowing the in-
side of the bowl.

Step 6

Sanding and finishing needs to be
done in steps. The thinner the step the more important it is to complete
everything in stages. This compote has a fairly substantial stem which mini-
mized the need to turn in stages = 2
but it was done in stages which
gave more support through the
process. At this point the bowl was
sanded and Walnut oil finish was
applied before moving on to turn
the stem of the compote.

Step 7

Next the stem was shaped and
sanded then finished with Walnut
oil. Finally the base was shaped to
be slightly smaller than the bowl. It
was sanded and finished with Wal-
nut oil. Now it was time to cut the
project from the remaining wood in
the chuck.
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Step 8

Often the bottom of the base on a bowl! or project can be sanded on the drill
press or lathe but with this wood being so punky another option had to be
employed. A jam chuck, from the wood remaining in the chuck, was turned to
fit the inside of the bowl.
With very gentle cuts using
a detail gouge the bottom of f, _
the base was turned while |
the tail center maintained a
little pressure. The bottom
was sanded and then detail
added to enhance the piece.
The 1”7 hole in the center is
for a wood label disk that
identifies the creator. Finish
of Walnut oil was applied before the entire project was buffed
with a Beall system.




